
Birth Defects Surveillance Data from
Selected States, 1989–1998

On the following pages, birth defects surveillance
data are presented for 30 states. Similar to previous
reports published by the National Birth Defects Pre-
vention Network (NBDPN ’97, ’00), these data are pre-
sented as counts and rates for specific birth defects.
Unlike the previous reports, birth defects surveillance
data derived only from vital records—birth and fetal
death certificates—are not included.

In the current report, state surveillance programs
were requested to provide birth defects data for the
time period January 1, 1989 through December 31,
1998. Each program was asked to provide data on 45
specific birth defects as detailed in Appendix A on
pages 174 to 175. For all defects requested, data were
to be stratified by race and, for certain defects (trisomy
13, 18 and 21) by maternal age. To obtain counts, state
programs were asked to identify the occurrence of each
specific defect for all live births, stillbirths and termi-
nations. To calculate rates, programs were asked to
provide data on the number of live births for each
calendar year requested.

As in previous reports, an attempt was made to stan-
dardize both the request and presentation of state sur-
veillance data; however, differences in the way pro-
grams collect and report birth defects data are reflected
in the accompanying tables. These differences may be
referenced in the program directories on pages 47 to
116, and their impact on a state’s data presentation are
listed as footnotes at the end of each table. In particu-

lar, some programs were unable to provide data for
each of the years included in the report. Others varied
in their ability to report counts and rates by race and
maternal age. In addition, a few programs were unable
either to provide data for each specific defect requested
or to differentiate between confirmed and possible di-
agnoses for a given defect due to differences in the
coding systems (i.e., ICD-9-CM vs. CDC/BPA) used to
classify birth defects.

Due to the differences in surveillance methodology
that exist among states, the current report does not
provide rates for all states combined. Likewise, the
ability to present a more detailed breakdown of counts
and rates by racial groups was constrained. For a more
detailed presentation of birth defects surveillance data
by race, where provided, the reader is encouraged to
visit the NBDPN web site (http://www.nbdpn.org/NB-
DPN).

The National Birth Defects Prevention Network
would like to acknowledge the state surveillance pro-
grams that submitted data for this report as well as
Cara Mai, Roy Ing, and Igor Filyushkin at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention for their efforts in
compiling and formatting the data tables presented.
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