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Below is the actual text of the HIPAA privacy regulation, then the comments from the Privacy Rule’s 
preamble, or the modification guidance issued with the Rule. 

Office for Civil Rights (OCR)/HIPAA Privacy Regulation Text 

§ 164.512 Uses and disclosures for which an authorization or opportunity to agree or 
object is not required. 

A covered entity may use or disclose protected health information without the written 
authorization of the individual, as described in § 164.508, or the opportunity for the 
individual to agree or object as described in § 164.510, in the situations covered by this 
section, subject to the applicable requirements of this section. When the covered entity is 
required by this section to inform the individual of, or when the individual may agree to, 
a use or disclosure permitted by this section, the covered entity’s information and the 
individual’s agreement may be given orally. 

(a) Standard: uses and disclosures required by law. 

(1) A covered entity may use or disclose protected health information to the 
extent that such use or disclosure is required by law and the use or disclosure 
complies with and is limited to the relevant requirements of such law. 

(2) A covered entity must meet the requirements described in paragraph (c), (e), 
or (f) of this section for uses or disclosures required by law. 

(b) Standard: uses and disclosures for public health activities. 

(1) Permitted disclosures. A covered entity may disclose protected health 
information for the public health activities and purposes described in this 
paragraph to: 

(i) A public health authority that is authorized by law to collect or receive 
such information for the purpose of preventing or controlling disease, injury, 
or disability, including, but not limited to, the reporting of disease, injury, 
vital events such as birth or death, and the conduct of public health 
surveillance, public health investigations, and public health interventions;… 

[Balance of the regulation section omitted. The reader is referred to the OCR website for further details: 
http://www.os.dhhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/.] 




