PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS,
THE GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF THE PEOPLE OF (name of your state) ARE ENHANCED BY OUR LOCAL SUPPORT OF A NATIONAL EFFORT TO INCREASE COMMUNICATION, EDUCATION AND PREVENTION STRATEGIES TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF BIRTH DEFECTS; AND

WHEREAS,
BIRTH DEFECTS AFFECT AN ESTIMATED (insert current statistic) INFANTS EACH YEAR IN (your state); AND

WHEREAS,
BIRTH DEFECTS CAN AND DO AFFECT ANY FAMILY, REGARDLESS OF AGE, SEX, RACE, FAMILY HISTORY, ECONOMIC STATUS OR EDUCATION IN OUR STATE; AND ARE THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH IN CHILDREN LESS THAN ONE YEAR OF AGE; ACCOUNTING FOR ONE IN EVERY FIVE DEATHS; AND

WHEREAS,
EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF A CHILD WITH A BIRTH DEFECT COUPLED WITH EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES SAVES LIVES AND IMPROVES LONG TERM CHANCES OF A MEANINGFUL LIFE; AND

WHEREAS,
EACH YEAR, JANUARY IS DESIGNATED AS BIRTH DEFECTS PREVENTION MONTH TO INCREASE AWARENESS OF THE PUBLIC ABOUT BIRTH DEFECTS AND PREVENTION STRATEGIES.  PREVENTION EFFORTS OFFER THE HOPE FOR DECREASING THE NUMBER OF FAMILIES IN (your state) AFFECTED BY BIRTH DEFECTS.  UP TO 70% OF BIRTH DEFECTS OF THE BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD, INCLUDING ANENCEPHALY AND SPINA BIFIDA CAN BE PREVENTED IF ALL WOMEN OF CHILDBEARING AGE CONSUME 400 MICROGRAMS OF FOLIC ACID DAILY, BEGINNING BEFORE PREGNANCY, AND;

WHEREAS,
THE (your state) DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE (your state) BIRTH DEFECTS REGISTRY JOIN WITH THE MARCH OF DIMES (your state) STATE CHAPTER AND THE NATIONAL BIRTH DEFECTS PREVENTION NETWORK, AS WELL AS MANY DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS, HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS, AND PARENT GROUPS BY PARTICIPATING IN THIS MONTH LONG PROMOTION:

NOW, THEREFORE, I,  (name of your governor), GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF (your state), DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 2005, AS 

BIRTH DEFECTS PREVENTION MONTH

