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PROCLAMATION


                       From ____(name of Governor) of (your state)





	


	January is


	Birth Defects Prevention Month


	


Whereas,	The good health and well-being of the people of  (your state) are enhanced by our local support of a national effort to increase communication, education and prevention strategies to reduce the number of birth defects; and





Whereas,	Birth defects affect an estimated 150,000 infants each year in the United States, and (number) in (your state); and





Whereas,	Each year, January is designated as Birth Defects Prevention Month to increase awareness of the public about birth defects and prevention strategies, especially the recommendation by the U.S. Public Health Service that all women who could become pregnant get 400 micrograms (400mcg or 0.4 mg) of folic acid every day to prevent up to 70% of some types of serious birth defects; and





Whereas,	(your state) is pleased to join with (your state Department of Health) and the National Birth Defects Prevention Network, as well as with many dedicated volunteers, health care professionals, parent groups and persons living with birth defects, in participating in a special month long promotion which is devoted to increasing awareness to prevent birth defects and learn more about what families can do to increase their chance of having a healthy baby.








NOW, THEREFORE, I,  (NAME OF GOVERNOR), GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF


(your state), do hereby proclaim January as Birth Defects Prevention Month in (your state), and do commend this observance to all of our citizens. 











Given Under My Hand and the Great Seal of (your state)


this 1st day of January


Two thousand





